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February 11, 2014 How Its Made 4 Valentine’s day What makes

Valentines Day so special? Is it the chocolate, the thinking about your
significant other, the buying of the gifts? Is it the anticipation of the day
itself or the celebration of the love and commitment that comes with it?
I always celebrated Valentines Day. In my early teens, before I became
a writer and after I came back from college, I was part of an extended,

loving, vibrant family. Unfortunately, our family was strained after some
of our parents separated, and with all the “craziness” going on in my
life, it was hard for me to really celebrate. This year though, I have a

new-found family. My mother, my siblings, and my aunt. I love them like
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my own. They all mean so much to me. But, like the beginning of a
relationship, you sometimes feel alone on the other side of the world. I
knew that this Valentine’s Day, for my mother and I, a visit to Mom’s
new home would be a good place to start. Before I knew it, mother,

brother, sister, and I were standing in front of my mother's new home in
the New York suburbs. The catfish house that my mother built is filled
with her love. Flowers, a white piano, and a soft pink bedspread on a

pink comforter. The living room, with its big, full-length window
overlooking the backyard and a few brick chimneys, is a display of her
best talent. A wicker and glass cabinet is filled with paintings, prints,

and photographs of her happy days as a young girl growing up in
Mississippi. Her artwork continues to amaze me. She is a true artist.

When she gets down on the ground to paint, she gets very serious. Her
hands are agile and focused. Her paintbrush moves in tight, even

circles. Her watercolors are magical. Her artistic personality can be seen
in all the details. Nothing is overlooked. There are white, thread-like

lines holding the outline of the flowers in the 0cc13bf012
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